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SUBJECT: AN INCIDENT IN THE NIGERIAN CAMP 

REF: (A) YAOUNDE 177 (B) 76 LAGOS 12873 (C) 75 DOUALA A- 10 

1 . ARTICLE IN "GAZETTE", DOUALA PUBLISHED WEEKLY OF JANUARY 8 

BUT RECEIVED YAOUNDE ONLY SPORADICALLY, GIVES DETAILS OF SO-CALLED 
INCIDENT INVOLVING NIGERIANS TO WHICH FOREIGN MINISTER KEUTCHA 
MAY HAVE BEEN REFERRING DURING JANUARY 12 MEETING (REF A). 

COLUMN WRITTEN BY EDITOR ABODEL KARIMOU UNDER PSEUDONYM 
"AKAFRICUS", BUT PROBABLY AS MATTER ROUTINE CLEARED WITH GURC 
PRIOR PUBLICATION. 

2. BRIEFLY, ON DECEMBER 28 IN A FISHING VILLAGE LOCATED SOME 
THIRTY KILOMETERS FROM VICTORIA, A CAMEROONIAN NAVAL PATROL 
CAME ACROSS SOME NIGERIAN "PIRATES" WHO WANTED TO STEAL 
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MOTORIZED LAUNCH BELONGING TO THE NAVY. IN THE EXCHANGE OF FIRE 
WHICH FOLLOWED, ONE ENLISTED MAN AND ONE "PIRATE" WERE KILLED. 
ACCORDING TO ARTICLE, THE "PIRATES" HAD COME FROM CALABAR. 

AUTHOR OBSERVES: QTE... IT IS DIFFICULT TO KNOW ABOUT ALL 
ACTIVITIES IN FRONTIER BETWEEN TWO COUNTRIES LIKE CAMEROON AND 
NIGERIA WHERE THE PEOPLE IN NEIGHBORING BORDER VILLAGES ARE 
ALWAYS FOSTERING LUCRATIVE EXCHANGES. CLEARLY, AN INCIDENT 
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SUCH AS THIS HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH THE FRATERNAL RELATIONS 
WHICH EXIST BETWEEN NIGERIA AND CAMEROON. END QUOTE 

3. THE ARTICLE CONCLUDES WITH QUOTES FROM REMARKS OF LITTORAL 
PROVINCE GOVERNOR DURING RECENT TOUR FISHING VILLAGES ON 
ISLANDS WOURI ESTUARY WHERE MANY NIGERIANS RESIDING: QTE 
CAMEROON IS A HOSPITABLE AND PEACEFUL COUNTRY, AND THE COUNTRY 
INTENDS JEALOUSLY GUARD THAT WHICH HAS BEEN GAINED AT PRICE 
PAINFUL EFFORTS... ANYONE WHO SEEKS TO ENRICH HIMSELF BY FRADULANT 
ACTIVITIES OR BY VIOLENT ACTS OR BELLICOSE ATTITUDES IS ASKING 

FOR TROUBLE... WHOEVER GOES AGAINST THE POLICY OF PEACE IN OUR 
COUNTRY WILL BE IRREPARABLY CHASTIZED. END QUOTE. EMBASSY UNAWARE 
PUBLICATION ANY OTHER NEWS ACCOUNT THIS INCIDENT. 

4. COMMENT: ARTICLE REPRESENTS MEASURED APPROACH TO WHAT MUST 
BE DIFFICULT PROBLEM FOR BOTH COUNTRIES IN TERMS CONTROLLING 
ACTIVITIES IN BORDER AREA WHICH LITERALLY LEAKS LIKE A SIEVE 
DUE LARGE NUMBER CREEKS AND MANGROVE ISLANDS, WHERE IT OFTEN 
IMPOSSIBLE EVEN LOCATE FRONTIER. IN ADDITION, FURTHER INLAND 
FRONTIER CROSSES SPARSELY POPULATED AND ISOLATED AREAS 
WHERE INHABITENTS ACCUSTOMED GOING NEAREST MARKET, REGARDLESS 
WHICH SIDE OF BORDER LOCATED. SMUGGLING QUITE COMMON AND ALMOST 
CONDONED IN FORMER WEST CAMEROON WHERE MANY GOODS NIGERIAN 
ORIGIN SOLD ALONGSIDE FRENCH-MADE MORE EXPENSIVE EQUIVALENT. 

5. PROBLEM NIGERIANS RESIDENT CAMEROON MORE FULLY DISCUSSED 
REF B. BRIEFLY, MAJOR TASK NIGERIAN EMBASSY, BUEA CONSULATE 
GENERAL AND DOUALA CONSULATE IS INSURE NIGERIANS DO NOT BECOME 
TARGET OPPORTUNITY DUE MISBEHAVIOR OR ENVY THEIR ECONOMIC 
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SUCCESS. MANY FISHING VILLAGES ALMOST COMPLETELY INHABITED BY 
NIGERIANS AND THEY INCREASINGLY MONOPOLIZING FARMING, TRANSPORT 
AND COMMERCE FROM MAMFE THROUGH KUMBA TOWARDS DOUALA. 

6. WHILE NIGERIANS IN NO CLEAR AND PRESENT DANGER AS YET, 

XENOPHOBIC ATTITUDE IN NIGERIA, ESPECIALLY IF IT FANNED BY 
AMBITIOUS POLITIC ANS STRUGGLING FOR HEADLINE CATCHING SLOGANS 
(REFTEL C) WHEN THEY PERMITTED RUN PUBLIC OFFICE, AND NIGERIAN 
NEWSPAPERS NATURAL PENCHANT TOWARD HYPERBOLE, COULD COMBINE AND 
RESULT IN CAMEROONIAN BACKLASH AGAINST NIGERIANS, WHO MAY 
CONSTITUTE BETWEEN ONE-EIGHTH AND ONE-FOURTH OF THE POPULATION. 
WHILE IT MAY, THEREFORE, NOT BE IN SELF-INTEREST FOR NIGERIANS 
COMPLAIN ABOUT INCIDENTS AND GURC FOREIGN MINISTER BRUSHED 

ASIDE AFFAIR AS ONLY MINOR (REFTEL A) TRUE SELF-INTEREST 
MIGHT NOT BE ALWAYS CORRECTLY PERCEIVED. SITUATION FURTHER 
COMPLICATED BY ADJOINING OIL CONCESSION AREAS WHERE ASHLAND 
PRODUCING NIGERIAN SIDE OF BORDER AND ELF-SEREPCA AND PECTEN 
(49 0/0) EXPECTED START PRODUCTION NEXT YEAR CAMEROONIAN SIDE. 

SPIRO 
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